Introduction to investigative journalism

2. COBUILD Advanced English Dictionary:
• Investigative work, especially journalism, involves investigating things.
• The paper has earned respect for its investigative journalism...an investigative
reporter.
• Synonyms: Fact-finding, researching, investigating, research.


Investigative journalism is about the public interest and finding the stories that those
involved do not want you to tell. The old adage that the pen is mightier than the sword does ring
true in the case of investigative journalism when excesses of wealth, corruption, or power are
exposed so that the public's mandate or interest is protected. Here, a journalist investigates a
topic of keen interest, often associated with crime, political corruption or corporate wrongdoing
It takes an investigative journalist  months to analyse a piece of news. Research and preparation of
a report is the primary source of investigative journalism. Information is obtained through
newspapers, wire services and freelance journalism. A deep analysis of legal documents, tax
records and government reports is done.



Investigative journalism is an activity done by journalist to search out the hidden
information. This could be better understood with the help of a hypothetical example. If a person
commits murder of another person, dispose of the body of that victim, no evidence is easily
available; and any journalist took the active step in finding out the evidence against that person,
and he finds out those evidence of murder, then it is called Investigative journalism:


According to Cambridge Dictionary, investigative journalism is type of journalism that
tries to discover information of public interest that someone is trying to hide.

• UNESCO defines investigative journalism as "the unveiling of matters that are
concealed either deliberately by someone in a position of power, or accidentally, behind
a chaotic mass of facts and circumstances and the analysis and exposure of all
relevant facts to the public."

• "Investigative journalism is not only about corruption and crime, but about explaining
the success and failure of systems." - Author Lucinda S. Fleeson in her book "10 Steps
to Investigative Reporting".

• "Investigative Journalism is a form of journalism in which reporters go in-depth to
investigate a single story that may uncover corruption, review government policies or of
corporate houses, or draw attention to social, economic, political or cultural trends. An
investigative journalist, or team of journalists, may spend months or. years researching a
single topic. Unlike conventional reporting, where reporters rely on materials supplied
by the government, NGOs and other agencies, investigative reporting depends on
material gathered through the reporter's own initiative. The practice aims at exposing
public matters that are otherwise concealed, either deliberately or accidentally."
Nazakat, Syed and the KAS Media Programme 2016. How to Become a Mouthpiece for
the People: A Manual for Investigative Journalism. Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, Media
Programme  Asia, Investigative Journalism.

• "Investigative reporting include, "Stories that contain original work, not leaked
investigations from law authorities; show a pattern of systematic problems, not just one isolated incident affecting one individual; right a wrong; explain complex social
problems; reveal corruption, wrongdoing or abuse of power.' - Article 19, an NGO that
campaigns for freedom of expression.


. "Reporting, through one's own initiative and work product, matters of importance to
readers, viewers, or listeners. In many cases, the subjects of the reporting wish the
matters under scrutiny to remain undisclosed. There are currently university
departments for teaching investigative journalism. Conferences are conducted
presenting peer-reviewed research into investigative journalism." - Steve Weinberg,
journalism professor, University of Missouri.


• "An investigative journalist is a man or woman whose profession is to discover the truth
and to identify lapses from it in whatever media may be available. The act of doing this
generally is called investigative journalism and is distinct from apparently similar work
done by police, lawyers, auditors, and regulatory bodies in that it is not limited as to
target, not legally founded and closely connected to publicity." - Hugo de Burgh British
media theorist.


• "Investigative journalism is, "The in-depth, systematic use of original research and
reporting. It requires thorough research of publicly available or leaked documents and
data." - David E. Kaplan, an investigative reporter, and currently, the Executive
Director at the Global Investigative Journalism Network (GIJN).


• "Investigative Journalism involves exposing to the public matters that are concealed
either deliberately by someone in a position of power, or accidentally, behind a chaotic
mass of facts and circumstances that obscure understanding if required using both secret
and open source and documents." - Mark Lee Hunter.


. "Three kinds of investigative journalism which involves revealing scandals or the
violation of laws, regulations and ethical/moral standards by individuals or institutions;
examining the policies or functions of governments, companies and other organizations;
and describing social, economic, political and cultural trends." - The Dutch-Flemish
Organization  of Investigative Journalists, known by its initials VVOJ.


In many cases, governments, companies, organizations and individuals try to hide decisions
or events that affect other people. When a journalist tries to report on matters that one wishes to
keep secret, it is investigative journalism. Investigative journalism is a form of journalism in
which journalists have deeply investigated a single topic of interest such as serious crimes,
political, corruption or corporate wrongdoings. An investigative journalist may spend months or
even years researching and preparing reports.


Backbone of Democracy
Investigative journalism plays a key role in keeping democracy strong, power accountable,
and societies more just. Investigative reporters gather information that goes beyond official
statements by government, business and other institutions, and even private citizens. They seek
facts that reveal what goes on behind the public veneer erected by bureaucrats, politicians and
business executives to explain their public policies and actions. The expose of Bofors Gun Scam in 1988-89 and was also related to investigative journalism. The Hindu' newspaper had put the
government in trouble by printing copies of some documents on this subject.

In countries where other institutions have broken down through corruption, neglect, or
incompetence, the news media, through investigative reporting of those failures, have become the
last credible institution, an intermediary between the government and its people.


Several news makers who wanted to give a definition of investigative journalism agreed that
the style and practice of investigative journalism goes beyond the usual coverage of incidences,
press conferences and press statements; rather, it seeks to unearth the hidden information of vice.
malpractice and misdemeanour that may injure society. A, investigative journalist is a good
descriptive and explanatory journalist who understands the accuracy of investigative work. It's
not a realm for people who are not professionals, and indeed, in some nations (especially in Latin
America), journalists have to be licensed as would be an engineer or attorney because these

nations understand the importance of professional competencies in journalism.

The most-known examples of investigative journalism are from Indian Express, which
describes itself as practicing journalism of courage. Its focus on anti-establishment
reporting peaked from the late 1970s until the mid-1980s, when its publisher, Ramnath
Goenka (1904-1991), allowed significant freedom to his editors: Arun Shourie, B.G. Verghese
and S. Nihal Singh, who went on to acquire legendary status in Indian journalism. The newspaper
led with several exposés after the Emergency, when the news media increasingly asserted itself
against the government. Three examples published in Indian Express from the period are: A
Series on the Purchase of a Young Woman, Kamla by Ashwini Sarin (1981); The Gory blinding
of Suspects Awaiting Trial by the Police in Police Custody in Bhagalpur by Arun Sinha (1980)
and The Plight of Juvenile Suspects in Delhi's Tihar Jail by Sanjay Suri (1985).


The first two became the subject of Bollywood films: 'Kamla' (1985) and 'Gangajal' (2003).
A summary of the three in the following sets out how they held up a mirror to Indian society
beyond its feel-good narratives of democracy, culture and diversity.


The people holding authority in government, business or any other powerful group they can
be corrupt, steal money, break laws and do all sorts of things which harm other people. They will
usually try to hide information and malpractices adopted by them in doing their duties.
Investigative journalists try to expose such abuse. The drawback is that when journalists expose
wrongdoing, they cannot punish people. Journalists can only bring the malpractices and violation
of law into the light of public attention and hope that society will do the rest, to punish
wrongdoers or to change a system which is at fault.

In its birthplace- the United States of America - shows that investigative reporters often
serve as community activists who, armed with the tools of journalism, influence public opinion
and events. No wonder, most of the manuals and analyses of investigative journalism share the
conclusion that it is an archetypal "watchdog" activity which looks into the actions of
government and business in order to detect violations of legal and moral standards. In most cases,
investigative journalism can be pursued under two conditions:
1. The existence of an obvious offense (and the presence of the offender and the victim)
2. An offense that violates society's moral or legal norms.

1.2 IMPORTANCE OF INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM
Making a Connect
In any democratic country, the media plays a vital role in creating, moulding and reflecting
public opinion. For long, journalism has been considered to be a bridge between the authorities
and people. The information is given to people through newspapers, magazines, radio, television
and the internet.

Journalists are Storytellers
They investigate, collect, write and report news stories about everything, from social issues
and politics to sports and entertainment, and present the information as a news story.



Empower the Informed
A journalist presents information so that people can form opinions and also make
decisions. They try to highlight what someone in power wants to keep in the dark, to challenge
claims from those given or seeking power, to inform the citizens of the misuse of public money
and power by the politicians and officials for their personal gains.

Investigator and Fact Checker
In the world, there are a lot of things happening which people want to keep secret. Here, the
role of journalist become important as he does the examination of facts. The task was to detect
and describe corruption and abuse of power.


Accountability and Awareness
Journalists also have a duty to check whether politicians are keeping their election promises
and try to expose it. Media makes us people aware of several social, political and economic
activities happening around the world. It is like a glass, which reflects or attempts to show us the
bare truth and harsh realities of life.

Good Governance
Media acts as a watchdog against government malfunctioning, while at the same time,
fostering greater transparency and accountability. Through different medium, they monitor public
service delivery and reports on key issues to the citizens, and in this process, exerts pressure on
government officials.


Bringing a Change
Investigative journalists have been the harbinger stir up a lot in society. Many Hollywood
and Bollywood films have been made about the scandals that journalistic investigations have
exposed. For example, the revelation of the large-scale abuse within the Government departments,
Catholic church, or stories about corruption, fraud and tax evasion highlighted by the Panama
Papers. Yes, the kind of journalism you must have seen in many Hollywood and Bollywood movies where journalists try to reveal the truth behind a cunning politician, businessmen or a big
mystery. We all love mystery. Inventing Anna, as of late February 2022, was the most-watched
English  language series in a one-week period. The Shonda Rhimes Series tells the story of a
Journalist  trying to redeem herself after one mistake almost ended her career. Hanging on to her
job by a thread, Vivian investigates the elusive Anna Delvey, a supposed German heiress.

A good example is Jaane Bhi Do Yaaro, movie of the 90s where Naseeruddin Shah and
Ravi Baswani, two photographers, who are employed by a newspaper editor to expose the
scandalous activities of the high profile people. They come across corruption by a builder and
accidentally photograph a murder.

The other movie which again became a hit on Netflix was No One Killed Jessica where Rani
Mukherjee (Meera) plays the role of NDTV investigative journalist who joins hand with Vidya
Balan (Sabrina Lal), sister of Jessica, who was murdered by the son of an influential politician.


Sometimes, it takes months or even years to investigate, these journalists and their teams
worked tirelessly to get to the truth and reveal it to the public, sometimes even getting in harm's
way to do so. As investigative journalism was thought to be gradually disappearing among the
new media world, the movies like Spotlight projected some of the most incredible journalistic
investigations of all time, both real and fictional. The movie tells the true story of the reporters
who uncovered a shocking scandal in the Catholic Church. There were allegations sexual abuse
against a Boston priest in 2001 which surfaced and changed the whole course of investigative
journalism. The Boston Globe reporters investigated the case and found a much bigger story.


Even All the President's Men, the 1976 film based on a true story about the journalists who
broke the Watergate scandal to the world. The "Washington Post" reporters Bob Woodward and
Carl Bernstein uncover the details of the Watergate scandal that leads to President Richard
Nixon's resignation. The movie has won four Oscars. Most of the films and television series
centered around investigative journalism are amongst the most awarded and streamed content out
there.


The Killing Fields is another movie which portrays the brutal and revealing portrait of life in
Cambodia during civil war portrayed through the eyes of an American journalist, Sydney, and his
Cambodian interpreter Dith Pran, as they reported from the violent and unpredictable landscape
of a war-torn country. Sydney was sent to investigate and report on the civil war. The movie
highlights an important aspect that it requires patience, gut instinct, a lot of questions and a lot of
interpreting information when one does investigative stories.

Kerala Cafe is a 2009 anthology film with ten short films directed by various directors.
Mrityunjayam is one segment of the movie, where Fahadh Faasil plays the role of a journalist
who is assigned to do an investigative report on an old, seemingly haunted 'mana' or a bungalow.
The movie actually captures the risk and threats faced by investigative reporters.
Watchdog Journalism
Watchdog journalism is another term for investigative journalism. The term 'watchdog' is
given to organisations, or individuals who perform a role that ensures everyone is following the
rules and abiding by the law. Indeed, investigative journalism has long been viewed as a natural outcome of a free media. "Watchdog journalism", as media expert Butch Ward puts it, "is at the
heart of a newspaper's commitment to public service." The reporters try to uncover information
that people in power try to hide. It is finding, reporting and presenting a story which other people
try to keep secret. It may be similar to standard news reporting, except that the people at the
centre of the story will usually not help you and may even try to stop you doing your job.

Edmund Burke, Irish statesman and philosopher, who described the four spheres of
government influence: the legislative, executive, and judicial powers of government, with the
media acting as the so-called fourth estate, or fourth sphere, of influence.
Some examples of investigative journalism, like Panama Papers and Paradise Papers, make
clear that investigative journalism is an indispensable profession to the smooth workings of
democracy.

Accountability Journalism
In most of the investigative stories, the focus is on the social and economic impact on the
common man. It is for this reason that investigative journalism stories are often known as
'accountability projects.' Policies made behind closed doors in government offices affect the
citizens. As majority of the time those policies are made to benefit the people in power over the
poor, it is the investigative reporter who exposes the wrongdoings, money and abuse of power
which has taken place.

Muckracking
Muckrakers were journalists and investigative reporters who wrote about corruption and
injustice between 1890 and 1920. The word "Muckraking journalism" and in-depth investigative
journalism were considered to be similar as they had similar kind of impact and addressed
subjects of importance to common man. The term was popularised in 1906 by Theodore
Roosevelt in one of his speeches to the US nation.

Scandal Journalism
Investigative journalism is not scandal journalism. Not everything that people want to hide is
worth following up. Nor are scoops or exclusives necessarily investigative journalism. A
government official drinking alcohol in the privacy of his own home is not in the public interest
so long as it has had no effect on his work.

Leak Journalism
Any investigation can begin from a leaked document or information, but journalists must do
their own digging, verify information and provide context. Not every piece drawing on leaked
documents is investigative journalism. John Ullmann, the former director of the World
Journalism Institute in his speech, said that the Pentagon Papers published by the New York
Times did not constitute investigative journalism, while the Watergate investigation which
involved a lot of work on the part of journalists - did.

Excerpted  from Global Investigative Journalism: Strategies for Support, David E.
Kaplan, Center for International Media Assistance, 2013. Kaplan is executive director of
the Global Investigative Journalism Network, an association of 211 non-profit groups in
82 countries that work to support investigative reporting.

Sometimes called enterprise, in-depth, or project reporting, investigative journalism
should not be confused with what has been dubbed "leak journalism" - quick-hit scoops
gained by the leaking of documents or tips, typically by those in political power. Indeed, in
emerging democracies, the definition can be rather vague, and stories are often labelled
investigative reporting simply if they are critical or involve leaked records. Stories that focus
on crime or corruption, analysis, or even outright opinion pieces may similarly be mislabelled
as investigative reporting.

Glamorous
Investigative journalism is mainly driven by the private media. This is partially true. But
there are also well-known examples where state-owned media outlets have undertaken ground-
breaking investigations against the government.
There is a reason the people on the cover of 'All the President's Men' are not the Watergate
journalists  Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein, but the actors who played them, Robert Redford
and Dustin Hoffman. So, wake up! Reality shows that investigative journalism is hard, tedious
and sometimes dangerous. Journalists are bigger than the stories they report.

1.3 INVESTIGATIVE AND YELLOW JOURNALISM: DIFFERENCES
Investigative journalism is an elaborately researched and investigated piece that seeks to
bring about a positive change in the society. It is meant for the good of the people at large.
Yellow journalism may be off-the cuff and does not make any material difference to the lives of
the people:
• Investigative journalism is unbiased and objective. Yellow journalism may result from
prejudice and therefore there might be no objectivity.
• Investigative journalism seeks to expose the truth while yellow journalism may not
bring out the truth.
• In Investigative journalism, there is no intention to sensationalise. In yellow journalism,
that is usually the motive. There is also an intention to titillate.
• Since investigative journalism aims to dig out the truth, there is no element of libel
(written defamation). In yellow journalism, libels are always a possibility.
• Investigative journalism never exaggerates while in yellow journalism there is often an
element of exaggeration and all of that is passed off in the name of truth.
• Investigative journalism always strives to make a correct attribution while in yellow
journalism there may be no attribution or it may not be correct.
• In investigative journalism, there is no scope for speculation while yellow journalism
thrives on speculation and conjectures.
· In investigative journalism, there is no scandal-mongering while in yellow journalism
that is the main objective.


1.4 WHAT ARE THE DISADVANTAGES OF
INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM?

The major disadvantage to investigative journalism is that people will tell lies and the
journalists may not be able to distinguish lies from truth. These journalists are often under
pressure to get material into print which adds another factor to the problem. Also, some
journalists have an agenda of their own and they only look for material to prove their case and
reject material that disproves their case. So, the whole truth never gets to the public.

The real cost of investigative journalism to CNN is lawsuits, threats of lawsuits, lawyers
cross-checking and second guessing the content, and loss of advertisers. If you expose the side-
effects of popular drugs, they are not likely to place their ads on CNN. Once CNN decided to
compete head-on with FOX, they had to in part adopt the FOX news model.
Investigative journalism was redefined as Tabloid fluff. Lindsay Lohan cannot sue for being
called whatever. She is a celebrity, she probably did whatever she was accused of. The aliens
from Area 51 cannot sue, because they are fictional. Some of the media outlets doing serious
investigative journalism were the Washington Post, New York Times, Los Angeles Times, and
Morley  Safer at 60 Minutes. CNN's idea of investigative journalism is Nancy Grace covering the
Casey  Anthony trial. The prestige newspapers have cut back on investigative journalism
reluctantly in the face of real financial pressures.


Basic Summary

Investigative Journalism is:
• Exposing how laws and regulations are violated
• Holding the powerful accountable
• Watchdog journalism
• Exposing the lies and hypocrisy of those who wield power
Investigative Journalism is not:
• Daily reporting
• Leak journalism
• Single source reporting
• Misuse of information
• Paparazzi journalism
• Yellow journalism




1.6 HISTORY OF INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM

Investigative journalism began to evolve in the beginning of the 20th century. The term.
"investigative journalist" was used for the young reporters Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein,
with the Washington Post who uncovered the Watergate scandal. The beginning of investigative
reporting is USA, where key events for development of investigative reporting happened; events
like the foundation of the first organisation that gathered investigative reporters and editors (IRE).


The roots of investigative reporting go much deeper, to the beginning of 20th century. In
19th century, the USA adopted the freedom of public speech as fundamental right and therefore
freedom of press came into being. The group of reporters who exposed corruption in the big cities
such as Chicago, St. Louis, Minneapolis, San Francisco, etc. were also targeting big companies,
such as the oil conglomerate, Standard Oil.


As a result, investigative journalism became a movement in 1902 when magazines such as
McClure's Magazine and Everybody's Magazine joined Arena in the struggle for social reform.
These magazines were liked by the people, and as a result, other mainstream publications such as Cosmopolitan and the Saturday Evening Post started publishing articles which exposed
corruption in politics and business at that time. By 1906, the combined sales of the ten magazines.
that concentrated on investigative journalism reached a total circulation of 3,000,0000.


1.7 INTERNATIONAL

Investigative Journalism - From Nellie Bly to Data Journalism
Writers and publishers associated with this investigative journalism movement between
1900 and 1914 included Frank Norris, Ida Tarbell, Charles Edward Russell, Lincoln Steffens,
David Graham Phillips, C.P. Connolly, Benjamin Hampton, Upton Sinclair, Thomas Lawson,
Alfred Henry Lewis and Ray Stannard Baker.


Nellie Bly-Expose Mental Hospital
The story starts in 1887 when Nellie Bly, pen name of Elizabeth Cochrane, a young reporter
in US went undercover at the most notorious mental hospital and exposed the poor living
conditions of the hospital. She feigned mental illness and exposed the US government allocated
SI million more per year to care for the mentally ill and further investigation into the working of
the institution.


Ida B. Wells-Barnett - Lynching
In 1892, in Southern Horrors, she documented lynching in the United States, exposing the
pages of black-owned newspapers as a campaign of oppression and intimidation against African
Americans.


Henry Demarest Lloyd
He is known as the first American investigative journalist. He published in 1880 a series of
articles exposing corruption in business and politics. This included The Story of a Great
Monopoly (1881) and The Political Economy of Seventy-three Million Dollars (1882) in the Atlantic Monthly and Making Bread Dear (1883) and Lords of Industry (1884) in the North
American Review.

Moses Newson - Civil Rights
An investigative reporter from the civil rights era, Moses Newson risked his life covering
some of the most notable events of the time. Some of his other investigation include Emmett till
murder trial, Little Rock school desegregation and the 1961 Freedom Rides. In 1890s, Newson,
who was working in Memphis, Tennessee, and Baltimore, Maryland, covered many of the
significant events of the civil rights movement. His coverage helped Americans understand and
sympathise with the goals of the civil rights movement.


Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward - Watergate Scandal
The two reporters of the Washington Post broke open the Watergate scandal. As a result,
many of the president's ministers were send to prison and President Richard Nixon resigned from his office.


Walter Robinson and the Spotlight Investigative Team - Child Sexual Abuse
The team of investigative journalist at Boston Globe's Spotlight carried out an investigation
on the complaints of sexual abuse of children by Roman Catholic priests. Also, they highlighted
the Boston Archdiocese's attempts at covering up the crimes.


The Daily Telegraph - British MP Dubious Expense Claims
The newspaper revealed in 2009 that British MPS had been filing frivolous and highly
dubious expense claims. Some MPs used public money to refurbish their second homes before
selling them at a profit. Criminal charges were brought against several MPs, four of whom
received prison sentences.


Hideaki Kimura and Makoto Watanabe - Forced Sterilisation
Hideaki Kimura, managing editor of Japan's Waseda Chronicle, and Makoto Watanabe, a
journalist for the investigative non-profit, did investigation into Japan-forced sterilisation
programme.

Hopewell Chin'ono, Zimbabwean Journalist - COVID Gate Scandal
Investigated and exposed the COVID-gate scandal in Zimbabwe in June 2020. US$60
million was siphoned to a shadowy company called Drax which is linked to President Emmerson
Mnangagwa. The exposure resulted in the dismissal and arrest of Health Minister Obbidiah Moyo. Hopewell Chin'ono was arrested on flimsy charges in an apparent attempt to silence him.


David Halberstam
Received Pulitzer Prize for revealing the lack of truth in US claims of military success
during the Vietnam War.

Seymour Hersh
Uncovered the 1968 Mỹ Lai Massacre of Vietnamese civilians by American troops.
Daniel Ellsberg
Released the Pentagon Papers - top-secret documents about the American War in Vietnam -
to outlets who collectively analyzed nearly 12 million documents leaked by 14 offshore providers.

Al Jazeera Investigates
The specialised team of investigative journalism was formed in 2012. Its mission is to speak
truth to power by exposing wrongdoing while acting in the public interest. Clayton Swisher
became the I-Unit's first director, following the success of The Palestine Papers and an
investigation into the death of Yasser Arafat.

The Palestine Papers, Day One
Al Jazeera releases over 1,600 previously secret documents revealing the truth behind the
Arab-Israeli peace process. It is the largest-ever leak of confidential documents related to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, thousands of pages of diplomatic correspondence detailing the inner
workings of the Israeli-Palestinian peace process. These documents-memos, e-mails, maps,
minutes from private meetings, accounts of high level exchanges, strategy papers and even
PowerPoint presentations-date from 1999 to 2010. Includes a series of one-hour special
programmes, all the documents and much more.

Source: https://www.aljazeera.com/program/investigations/2015/1/15/the-palestine-papers-day-one/


The Dark Side
The secret world of sports doping investigation story raised questions about whether sports
heroes are linked to performance-enhancing drugs.

Source: https://www.aljazeera.com/sports/2015/12/29/the-dark-side-the-secret-world-of-sports-doping/


In recent years, the #MeToo Movement has exposed widespread sexual misconduct toward
women by prominent men in business, the media, and government.

Jodi Kantor and Megan Twohey's book She Said: Breaking the Sexual Harassment Story
that Ignited a Movement has over 30 pages of footnotes. This sums up its essential character: a
no-nonsense, meticulous documenting of their Pulitzer Prize-winning investigation of Harvey
Weinstein for The New York Times (NYT) in 2017. The #MeToo movement was kicked off by
activist Tarana Burke as early as 2006, but the NYT investigation spurred another wave.

1.8 INTERNATIONAL CONSORTIUM OF INVESTIGATIVE
JOURNALISTS (ICIJ)-PANDORA PAPERS

One of the largest teams of investigative journalists is the Washington-based International
launched in 1997 by the Center for Public Integrity which includes 165 investigative reporters in
over 65 countries working collaboratively on crime, corruption, and abuse of power at a global
level, under Gerard Ryle as Director. They have worked with major media outlets globally. They
have exposed organised crime, international tobacco companies, private military cartels, asbestos
companies, climate change lobbyists, details of Iraq and Afghanistan war contracts, and most
recently, the Panama Papers and Paradise Papers.
The group has worked in for international investigative project is a prime example of
collaborative data journalism at its best. The group of journalists uncovered the offshore dealings
of 35 current and former heads of state and more than 300 other current and former public
officials and politicians around the world. There were 600 journalists from 150 news outlets.

1.9 THE CENTRE FOR INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM (CIJ)


The Centre for Investigative Journalism (CIJ) is a think-tank based, alternative university
and an experimental laboratory set up to train a new generation of reporters in the tools of
investigative, in-depth, and long-form journalism across all media. Based in United Kingdom, it
was established in 2003 by the late investigative journalist and filmmaker Gavin MacFadyen and
others as a response to the worrying decline of investigative reporting. The key people of the
organisation are Isabel Hilton (Chairperson) and James Harkin (Director).


The work by the Centre in the tradecraft of investigative journalism has transformed
newsrooms across Britain. Registered as a charity, the group defend investigative journalists and
those who work with them. In 2009, the CIJ was helped in forming the Bureau for Investigative
Journalism, an independent  foundation which supports reporting defence of the public interest. In 2012, the CIJ started a programme for counselling and defence for whistle-blowers and those
who have exposed crimes and wrongdoing in their workplace.


In 2014, a series of conferences and events under the title the CIJ Logan Symposia by which
they brought together journalists, technologists and hacktivists to forge alliances against mass
surveillance and censorship. The Centre undertakes training and education of journalists in
advanced investigative techniques which is called tradecraft. Also, they organised programmes on information security, workshops for journalists, researchers and lawyers on encryption, Tor
OTR  and other protective technologies.

The area of expertise covered by Centre include data journalism, computer and operational
security, business document analysis, illicit finance fraud and corruption, libel, privacy and
defamation, unconventional evidence and covert recording, financial modelling, advanced
internet searching and investigation, cross-border investigations, court and local reporting,
surveillance, encryption and anonymity, and source protection.

Source: https://tcij.org/


INDIA
Arun Singh-Bhagalpur Blinding - 1980
The gory blinding of suspects awaiting trial by the police in police custody in Bhagalpur, by
Arun Sinha.


Ashwini Sarin - Human Trafficking and Tihar Jail Expose
Indian Express investigative reporter who exposed the family planning atrocities during the
Emergency, the  multi-crore defence vehicle disposal racket and the torture of Tihar Jail inmates.
Also, he is in-depth report on human trafficking. In 1981, he exposed flesh trade and the racket
behind it by buying a tribal girl Kamla.


Sanjay Suri - Children in Delhi's Tihar Jail
Sanjay Suri was a reporter on the crime beat in Indian Express in the 1980s. He was known
for his reporting of the separatist 'Khalistan' movement in Punjab and of the killing of a large
number of Sikhs in Delhi following the assassination of Indira Gandhi in October 1984. One of
his exposés, published in 1985 under the headline, 'The Shame of It', highlighted the plight of
children and juveniles detained for alleged crimes in Delhi's Tihar Jail, the largest prison
complex in south Asia. They were lodged in cells with hardened criminals. Using opportunities
provided by lax supervision during visiting hours, Suri met and interviewed several children. His
reports led to an inquiry and eventual transformation of the jail's infrastructure that now includes separate cells to house children and juveniles accused of crime.



Chitra Subramaniam-Duella and N. Ram - Bofors Expose
The Rajiv Gandhi-led Congress government defeat in 1989 elections happened due to the
Bofor's gun scam. The Bofors scandal which broke in 1987 raised the issues of corrupt scenario
in India in more ways than one. It was the first-time corruption became an intensely public,
political issue - now the norm for most issues courtesy 24 x 7 television - with the Congress
Party and the then Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi lost the 1989 general election.


Sucheta Dalal-1992 Securities Scam
Harshad Mehta's scam amounting upto 1,000 crores. Mehta was considered superstar of
the Indian stock market until the journalist shone light on his scams and was eventually banished from the stock market. Mehta and few of his associates had reportedly managed to siphon a walloping amount through inter-bank transactions.


Ravi S. Jha - The Fodder Scam
This corruption scandal that ended the long reign of Lalu Prasad Yadav was brought to light
through an investigative scoop by journalist Ravi S. Jha, who was working with the Asian Age.
Jha drew public and legal attention into the fodder scam that involved an apparent foul play in
funds worth 950 crores.


Arun Shourie - The Cement Scam
The Indian Express team under Arun Shourie exposed the irregularities in the cement quota
granted by the government. Shourie compiled evidence which exposed the then CM of
Maharashtra, A.R. Antulay's chronicle of foul funds. Eventually, the scam came to be known as
the Antulay's Trustgate scandal.


Vinod Mehta - 2G Spectrum Scam
Vinod Mehta, an editor of Outlook weekly magazine, stood his ground even when corporate
groups terminated all editorial and commercial engagement with the Outlook Group over the
coverage of Nira Wadia tapes. Outlook exposed the 2G spectrum scam and the transcripts of Nira Wadia's conversations which highlighted the manipulations involved in this high profile scam.


Josy Joseph - The Adarsh Housing Society Scam
In 2010, investigation into the construction of the Adarsh highrise apartment complex in
downtown Mumbai for war widows and battle heroes revealed that the apartments were being
allotted to military chiefs, political leaders, and well-connected bureaucrats. The story provoked a massive outcry and the repercussions were immediate: Maharashtra state's powerful chief
minister, Ashok Chavan, whose relatives were among the apartment owners, were sacked; three
ex-military chiefs publicly gave up their apartments to atone for their actions.


Manu Pubby - AgustaWestland Chopper Scam
The Indian Express team led by Shekhar Gupta and pursued by journalist Manu Pubby
exposed the VVIP chopper scam in 2012-13. This was the first instance where irregularities in
the chopper deal were brought to the public domain.


Cobrapost's Editor Anirruddha Bahal-194 Politicians Fake PAN Details to Election Committee
Cobrapost exposed nearly 200 Indian politicians for falsifying their Permanent Account
Number (PAN) details while reporting their income. This Code acts as an identification for
individuals, and every politician running for office is required to file this information with the
Election Commission. It was found that politicians from each political party were guilty, and
experts believe this may be a ruse to hide evade taxes and conceal steep rises in income between election cycles.


Srishti Jaswal and Shreegireesh Jalihal-Inside the Hindu IT Cell
Trolled online for a comment on a movie, an independent journalist Srishti Jaswal did
investigation with her colleague on the Hindu IT cell that organised the online trolling and the
legal action against her and many other people. Due to easy access to social media, these people carried out their online harassment. These trolls worked with a team of lawyers and cyber volunteers. This investigative story was published on the news website, Newslaundry.



1.10 INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALIST MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Harinder Baweja, Tehelka
If you have seen the Indian movie 'No One killed Jessica', then you might be aware of the
fierce and powerful journalism of Harinder Bawega portrayed by Rani Mukherjee.



Rana Ayyub
Rana Ayyub received a citation of Excellence Award at Global Shinning Light Awards,
Johannesburg for 'Gujarat Files'. She is ranked amongst the top ten global list of 'Journalists
under Threat' by Times Magazine.


Mathew Samuel, Tehelka
'Operation West End' was considered as the major reason why the then NDA Government
lost its next term in general elections.


Neetu Singh
Neetu Singh is a senior reporter working with Gaon Connection, India's biggest rural media
platform. This year, Gaon Connection was the recipient of 7 awards by Laadli Media and
Advertising Award for Gender Sensitivity 2020, supported by the UNFPA. Out of these 7 awards,
4 were bagged by Neetu Singh. The first one was in the print category for her series 'Ankahi
Kahaniyan (Untold Stories)', she curated success stories of women from various parts which
often go unheard. Singh received the second award for the 'Hardoi Gang Rape Case' and 'How
Many More Article 15 Cases?' reports under the Hindi Web category of investigative reporting.
She was also awarded for her investigative story about an incident of rape in Lucknow in the
English Web category. She won her fourth award in the Hindi Web category for her series on
women mechanics and other craftswomen.


Tongam Rina
Journalist and human rights activist. She is currently the Editor of the Arunachal Times and
president of the Arunachal Pradesh Union of Working Journalists. In the last 30 years of her
journalism, she has been talking about issues in the North-East, ranging from corruption,
hydropower projects, and the injustices that the tribals face.

Not even bullets can silence Tongam Rina. In July 2012, she received one in the stomach
which grazed her spinal cord. A gunman and his accomplices waited for her at the entrance to the Arunachal Times in Itanagal, the capital of Arunachal Pradesh state. Almost two years later, the man assumed to be behind the attack was arrested and later released. The reason invoked, but never confirmed: Rina, the newspaper's associate editor, had not highlighted him and his
activities in her paper. Now, recovered from her injuries, she continues her fight against endemic corruption and against the 150 dam projects in the pipeline in the border region.



Rural Women - Investigative Journalist
Khabar Lahariya
Known as hyper-local watchdog journalism with a feminist lens. Founded by a Delhi-based
NGO as a weekly print edition in 2002, Khabar  Lahariya began as a women's collective led by a
group of urban and rural feminists. Their popularity lies in the fact that it reports on local
governance issues, rigorously monitors the implementation of schemes for the rural poor and
tracks the disbursement of public money for rural development. In areas that are completely out of the spotlight of media attention, it has become a local watchdog and a weapon of the weak.

Years later, the "country's only digital rural network" is thriving, employing about 40 women
journalists from socially and economically marginalised groups to report on issues that directly
impact their communities. These female journalists travel to the most remote corners of India's
interior to report on local news and social concerns from a feminist perspective.

It publishes ordinary stories of ordinary people in areas that are completely out of the
spotlight of media attention. The major goal, according to Kavita Devi, the co-founder, was to
create an all-women news platform that would generate employment among the underserved. In 13 districts of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh, roughly 20 women are now members of the reporting team. By virtue of its existence and hard core investigative journalism, Khabar Lahariya seeks to reshape the mediascape's socio-economic and cultural landscape.



1.11 INVESTIGATIONS BY USING RIGHT TO
INFORMATION ACT (RTI)
The tool stands important to all branches and forms of journalism. Just like citizens, the
Right to Information Act (RTI) has enabled lot many journalists in the country to investigate.
regarding their concerned issues. It is an important tool for journalists to uncover sensitive,
important and hidden information in the effort of writing major stories. Over the years, it has
become an important weapon for journalists to divulge hidden and lesser known information.


If Press freedom is partial, then journalists can use RTI to get various important information
from the State and Central Governments. The RTI Act of 2005 made it mandatory to give
information to those parties who had successfully filed an RTI to government bodies, after paying a prescribed fee. In present days it has become so crucial and an "everyday thing" for some journalists that they have built their entire career out of it.


Indian Express Journalist - Shyamlal Yadav
When we talk about investigative journalism in India, we can never ignore this name, i.e.,
Shyamlal Yadav. In 2018, Shyamlal Yadav in The Indian Express published a series of
investigative reports on how India has emerged as one of the biggest markets for "predatory"
publishers of substandard research journals.


1. Doctorate Scam
On February 6, 2018, The Indian Express scrutinised over 500 RTI applications filed over
470 higher educational institutions to find that monitoring authorities, and hundreds of politicians and bureaucrats were awarded such degrees between 1997 and 2017. The list, for instance, included former director of IISC, who received 18 honorary doctorates from public universities between 2006 and 2012 when he was chairman of NAAC's EC. The list also had several UGC chairmen who had such degrees during their tenure.

Rules were made by higher authorities in 2019 after the investigative report via RTI files
whereby NAAC officials, family were not allowed to accept honorary doctorates from
institutions under their watch. RTI was used to dig out crucial facts in this case.


2. Discontinuation of LIC Policies
Shyamlal Yadav got information through RTI from Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) that
there were 59 million insurance policies those were lapsed permanently due to discontinuance of premium. And the premium deposited since then had become LIC property. Despite many efforts LIC did not provide the information on total money deposited against those policies till the date they lapsed. As a result, Indian Express published the story about the discontinuation.

Within 25 days of publication of the story, LIC issued fresh advertisements regarding
renewal of policies.


3. Streams of Filth
This was an investigation by Shyamlal Yadav regarding water pollution in India that took
over one year. About 39 RTI applications regarding expenses by Government on water projects
were filed. It came into notice that large amount of money was spent by Government for water
purification projects but there was little effect on nation's lifelines.

The story was published in The Indian Express and was selected by UNESCO as one of the
20 best investigative pieces in the world. Central Pollution Control Board said the rivers of India
are not just polluted but severely toxic.
RTI for Investigative Journalism - Vishwas Waghmode
The Right to Information (RTI) Act has been an important tool for journalists to uncover
sensitive, important and hidden information in the effort of writing major stories. Waghmode, the principal correspondent of The Indian Express, Mumbai, who covers the Mantralaya beat, won the coveted RTI Award 2018, from the Pune-based NGO 'Sajag Nagarik Manch'. In his two-year stint with The Indian Express, he has used the RTI a whopping 100 times, most of them being the
inspection of files under Section 4 of the RTI Act; a handful of them, RTI applications under
Section 6 of the RTI Act.
Source:
https://www.moneylife.in/article/journalist-vishwas-waghmode-demonstrates-the-how-to-use-

1.12 HOW TO BECOME AN INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALIST?
You Could Get Someone Killed
"Most good reporting starts with curiosity, with wanting to know more about what's really
going on. And it's a lot of compiling data, records, talking to people. Ultimately, you're trying to get at the truth of something. And usually, the best investigative stories are usually uncovering,
highlighting, or exposing some kind of harm and holding someone or some institution
accountable." Brad Schrade, Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter on the Atlanta Journal
Constitution's investigative team at a talk History at Work Speaker Series at University of
Georgia.

Need of Investigative Journalists in India
Indian Investigative Journalism has played a very crucial role in presenting facts in the past.
At present, it is crucial as it contributes to the health of democracy. Unquestionably, India
requires huge number of young investigators who have greater potentiality of producing only
facts-one who has an alert mind to recognise story ideas and important facts which people are
trying to hide; an ordered mind to make notes, file information and fit lots of facts together,
patience to keep digging for information; good contacts throughout society; and courage to
withstand threats from people you are investigating.


A good example of this is Rana Ayyub who started her career as an investigative journalist
with Tehelka. She worked on the political cover-ups of the 2002 Gujarat riots. As the findings
were not published by Tehelka, she published her findings and authored the book Gujarat Files:
Anatomy of a Cover-Up of Godhra Train Burning on the basis of her findings.


Another journalist Anuradha Bhasin, executive editor, Kashmir Times, has also uncovered
multiple stories about Kashmir. She filed a case in 2019 fighting against the communication
blockade in Kashmir post the abrogation of Article 370.

An unstoppable need to learn the truth. One should be curious to find the truth about what is
happening around. Never give up investigating and exposing lies. Here, Supriya Sharma, the
Executive Editor at Scroll in who has previously worked with Times of India in Chhattisgarh,
investigated a story about this village in Khunti, where 10000 Adivasis have been charged with
sedition with over 19 FIRS filed against them which is a good piece of investigative journalism.
An investigative journalist has to collect exclusive information about the concerned topic. They
are also involved in producing proofs that support their investigation, such as documents and
interviews.


Tongam Rina at present is the Editor of The Arunachal Times and president of the
Arunachal Pradesh Union of Working Journalists. In the last 30 years of her journalism, she has
been talking about issues in the North-East, ranging from corruption, hydropower projects, and
the injustices that the tribals face.


At present, the opportunities for investigative journalists in print media have been declining
post pandemic, but the growth of online journalism has revitalised this profession. The mobile
phones, microphones and social media along with the internet has taken investigative journalism to new heights. Investigative Journalists spend their lives researching discreetly to expose scandals and crimes. The career involves a lot of risk as the constant investigation process creates more enemies for them than friends. There are no regular hours in this career as it involves a lot of travelling and field trips. Investigative Journalists are largely unappreciated for their work until and unless their report gathers momentum and becomes famous. On the other hand, the career involves a lot of adventure and gives the journalist a chance to do good for society. The career can be well paying as well.


Skills to Develop
To become a successful investigative journalist, the fundamental things you must have is
confidence and fearless nature. Investigative journalism is a more demanding enterprise than
routine reporting. You need to have sheer grit, passion and a tenacity to fight against many great odds, including government repression. Along with this, one requires excellent communication and networking skills.

They should be curious, with a strong desire to know the truth. They are determined to get to
the heart of a story. They stay calm under pressure - particularly undercover when unexpected
things can happen. They need strong interpersonal skills, as they need to build relationships with sources. Confident communicators if they have to work in broadcast as they write their own scripts. They need to be technically confident in a studio, and with remote recording equipment.

While everyday reporting involves many of the basic skills of investigative journalism, it is
the way these skills are applied which sets the investigative journalist apart. Investigative
journalism requires additional time, depth and techniques. Accuracy and ethical standards are
essential skills in the present scenario.

Since journalism needs support from every other field knowledge, you can
Take lessons from the real experts. No one is better than an lawyer to teach you how to read case documents. No one is better than an accountant to teach you how to read balance sheets. No one is better than an archivist to teach you how to find obscure documents. No one is better than a statistician to teach you how to analyse statistics.

Learn to use information gathering tools such as Right to Information Act (RTI) archives
and libraries. Know how to access "deep web" resources, specialised subscription and news feeds that take you beyond routine web searches (Google, etc.)

Need to Develop a "Nose for News"
Look for stories that are underreported or superficially reported but which seem likely to
yield information of significance if one were to "dig deeper."


Fact Checker
"Investigative journalism requires a lot of scrutiny of details, fact-finding and physical
effort. An investigative journalist must have an analytical and incisive mind with strong self-
motivation to carry on when all doors are closed, when facts are being covered up or falsified
and so on. - Lynne Thew, Pacific Union College.


You should have the ability to analyse data, recognise statistical fallacies, and check and
double check numerical reasoning and conclusions - one's own and the data sets of others. Ask
great questions and listen really listen to the answers. Every fact must be checked and
journalists must be ready to back up their work with notes and documentary evidence.





Network
Get to know people in key positions who are able to speak to you both on and off the record
Cultivate the trust of those sources. Recognise that good sources are not always the highest
ranked" persons but may be folks on the lower rungs of an organisational ladder.

Have good terms with people from all fields as they would provide you with vital
information during your research. Attend events, festivals, meetings and press conferences. To
become a successful investigative journalist, you need to be a known face and network with the
local industry people so that you can get good stories.


Reasoning Skills
You should be able to analyse and logically judge situations. It requires a bit of practice, but
once you are trained, you will be connecting dots like the famous detectives.


Researcher
An investigative journalist should be good researcher. Be a good researcher to get to the
bottom of the stories, create new angles, and develop hypotheses. Sometimes, a reporter has to
read through tons of documents to cross-check a small piece of information. The key to success
lies in your need to constantly be on the lookout for topics that might involve information about
illegal activities and crime..


Patience
A single investigative journalism project may take months, and sometimes, even years to
complete. Unwillingness to issue opinions based on rumours, wild or otherwise.


Time Management
Regardless of whether you are a freelance investigative reporter or you work for an
organisation, you must be able to manage your time so that you can meet deadlines.


Interviewing Skills
As with most careers in journalism, one of the main ways that investigative reporters gather
stories and information is by interviewing experts and witnesses. To do this well, you must
possess well-developed active listening and note taking.


1.13 CAREER AND OPPORTUNITIES IN INVESTIGATIVE
JOURNALISM FROM PRINT TO DIGITAL JOURNALISM

First Stem to Become Investigative Journalist
The minimum requirement is graduation. Ideally, your degree should be in communication.
mass media, or journalism, but fields like political science, foreign relation, and even science
degree are accepted if paired with relevant work experience. In the present digital scenario, the students have to also learn data journalism. So, it becomes easy for them to investigate people
and corporations?

So, to become a successful investigative journalist, you need to be a known face and
network with the local industry people so that you can crack the first job easily. From personal
point of view, follow below-mentioned tips: To get selected in a reputed media company, you
need to have a good portfolio. Start doing research on a hot topic or an untouched issue. Collect
some interesting facts and use that as a portfolio.


To kickstart your career in the investigative journalism field, you can start with a local
media house as a trainee. You will get exposure to small local cases which would give you an
opportunity to learn from experts in your field. Keep your eyes and ear open all the time for
stories of public interest. Network with government officials, activists and common people,
Improve communication skills, possibly influencing power, to assure success in this field. Talk
about the stories you would like to pursue with the management or editorial board. Work under a senior investigative reporter to learn the tricks of the trade. Learn what is their modus operandi.


Join investigative journalism competitions that are conducted by prestigious investigative
journalism organisations, like the Online Journalism Award or the Centre for Investigative
Reporting.


Where to Apply for Job?
Till very recently, the opportunities for investigative journalist existed in traditional media
forms such as print media which had seen a slight declining post pandemic, but the growth of
online journalism has revitalised this profession. The innovation of smaller cameras and
microphones along with the internet has taken investigative journalism to new heights. This is not the right career for people who are looking for regular jobs with financial stability and no risk.

But for people who are not comfortable with leading monotonous lives, and want to lead a life
full of adventure and travelling while doing good for the society, this can be a great career option.When you land a regular job in this business, hang on tight. It will be the ride of your life. One can work for specialised and dedicated Investigative Organisation like non-profit from
ProPublica.


And yet still others, such as David Cay Johnston, write books and seem to work for
themselves. You can work in a newspaper, magazine, website and news channel. Many freelance investigative journalists while working independently have done good stories. So, one can start by investigating very local stories like road maintenance, hospitals, school and college evaluation methods, jail house conditions, and such. 

These tried-and-true investigative beats will gain you some experience in digging deeper, obtaining documentation, and analysing what people tell you.Working as an intern/trainee can do wonders for your career. You will learn more about the industry and the established code of conduct and ethics. More importantly, you will gain vital experience and develop contacts that can be instrumental in your success.





1.14 PRINT AND BROADCAST
Take a look at the number of major scoops deriving from investigations in the last 15 years,
in print media. Even in broadcast media, some excellent investigative work has been done, but
the amount of time required to prepare and compile decent visual material is vastly greater than that required for print.


There are some brilliant works which has been done by broadcast journalist. The VICE's
series on the efforts to retake Mosul, for example. It revives the nearly-lost war correspondent
genre and re-humanises a distant conflict. A fearless, raw approach to storytelling is the
trademark of "VICE," a ground-breaking news magazine series that tackles global issues often
overlooked by traditional media. These include terrorist activity, anti-government rebellions, and corruption. "VICE" uses an engrossing documentary style to bring unique perspective to events shaping the future.


Founder of VICE, Shane Smith, is the host and chief on-air correspondent of "VICE," joined
by a network of reporters including VICE co-founder Suroosh Alvi, documentary filmmaker and
author Ben Anderson, Academy Award-winning documentary filmmaker and journalist Fazeelat
Aslam, and Iranian photojournalist and filmmaker Gelareh Kiazand.



1.15 RADIO
In broadcast journalism, investigative journalists are given specific task. Investigative
Journalists work on a story-by-story basis. So, the daily tasks associated with their job will
change depending on where in the investigative cycle they are. Broadly speaking, an
Investigative Journalist will be expected to:


• Keep across the news agenda to identify any potential stories
• Build relationships with people who may offer sources of information
• Liaise with the producer and programme team about current and future investigations
• Search public records and company accounts to identify discrepancies or falsechoods
. Go undercover in organisations to get to the root of the story
• Write their own scripts
• Self-record
· Attend studio sessions
• Promote the results of their investigations on other platforms, such as in print or on
social media.


Online Journalism
The growth of mobile and online journalism has revitalised the profession. The mobile
cameras and microphones along with the internet has taken the field new heights. There are
ample opportunities in here as you work as an investigative data analyst where you play many
roles one of which is to debunk disinformation and hate-speech.


Non-profit digital media platform like The Wire, which publishes in four languages, has
been a leader of free and fair journalism. An example is excellent investigation done by Wire
reporters Alishan Jafri, Shehlat Maknoon Wani, and Varadarajan, who spent months looking into
the Delhi riots, in which 53 people were killed and which destroyed hundreds of homes and shops.Since the Delhi police failed to conduct a proper investigation into the riots, the reporters
uncovered the fact that the victims were mainly from the minority Muslim community. The
investigations also exposed the men who played a prominent role in spreading hate, mobilising
the mobs, and then instigating the violence.

Freelancing
Many freelance investigative reporters have done investigation on stories which journalist
working for prestigious organisation did not even get the first lead. So, as a freelancer, you will
have to select the topic on which you have to investigate. Make report and give real public
opinion as part of reinvestigation. Capture photographs. Make your own website or blogging
website. Try to inform about your news on blog to other people. Inform to other news agencies
by making call or visiting and share your blog to them. If your news has potential, it will spread
like fire and credits will go to you.


On the Job
Investigative journalism is completely different from informative/daily reporting from the
media office. It is not an easy task to do an investigative story as it requires certain procedures
and highly journalistic capacities because it always deals with sensitive issues, e.g., corrupt
institutions, political lies, big companies' scandals, and public figures' scandals. The goal of the
investigative topic could be the reconstruction of a complex event, where the public is informed
on what really happened based on gathered facts and analyses.


For people with the right temperament, investigative journalism can be the most rewarding
profession. For people with the wrong temperament for it, it would be utter agony. First of all, the amount of frustration involved in even the most mundane investigative piece is difficult to
convey. Anything worth writing about is probably something people do not want to talk about. So,a journalist has to contact many sources before he gets the right information. Then, if and when that fails, they have to identify their human and information sources, and figure out how to access them. The issue is that this can be extremely time-consuming, and there has been a very low success rate.


Investigative journalist has to make sense of the information they get. This is not nearly so
obvious as it looks. A lot of what becomes newsworthy is packaged in formats that are eminently boring. They often consist of deeply specialised information.

Various sensitive issues can be difficult to address when using the regular reporting method.
Undercover activity, in investigative reporting, is one of the capacities of journalism which at
some point is carried out within the boundaries of journalistic ethics. Journalists who want to
cover issued and problem of corruption, human rights, women and child abuse.




1.18 THE ETHICS OF INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM

Historically, every investigative reporter whether individually or in team pursues a story
under different circumstances. So, there is no standard rule book framed for the said purpose.
Industry experts agree that journalists must remain sensitive to issues such as fairness, balance,
accuracy and know-how to distinguish between right and wrong. Any decision can be judged
ethical, depending on what ethical framework is used to justify it, and what values are prioritised.


Who will Benefit?
What journalists and editors need to determine is: Who will benefit as a result of the
reporting? Whose interest will the investigative story serve?

As a reporter continuously need to ask ethical questions throughout different stages of the
investigations, and be ready to justify your decisions to the editors, colleagues, and the public,
they need to be sensitive to whose interests are being affected, and operate according to
professional standards.


Social Responsibility
Does the investigative journalist fulfill its social responsibility in revealing wrongdoing?
Whose interests are being affected? Whose rights are being invaded? Is the issue at stake a matter of legitimate public interest? Or is individual privacy being invaded when no crucial public issueis at stake?


Adopting the Right Methodology
Most discussions about ethics in investigative journalism have focused on methodology.
namely:

• Is any method valid to reveal wrongdoing?
• Is deception legitimate when journalists aim to tell the truth?
• Is any method justifiable no matter the working conditions and the difficulties in getting
information?
• Can television reporters use hidden cameras to get a story?
• Can journalists use false identities to gain access to information?



Invasion of Privacy
On this point, an important factor to consider is that the public seems less willing than
journalists to accept any method t reveal wrongdoing. Surveys show that the public is suspicious
of invasion of privacy,matter the public relevance of a story. The harm to individuals that
might result from what's reported also needs to be considered. Issues of privacy usually come to
the forefront, as investigative journalism often walks a fine line between the right to privacy and
than to average citizens.the public's right to know. It is usually assumed that privacy applies differently to public figures than to a average citizens.

Duty to Differentiate between Facts and Opinions
An investigative journalist needs to understand the difference between a fact which is a
statement that is true and can be verified objectively, or proven. In other words, a fact is true and correct no matter what. An opinion, however, is a statement that holds an element of belief; it tells how someone feels. An opinion is not always true and cannot be proven.


Duty Not to Endanger People's Life 
While doing stories, investigative journalist should ensure that a source who helps him cover
a story should be given some protection. No journalist has the right to endanger a person's life
unless, perhaps, endangering that one person will without a doubt save the lives of thousands
more. 
According to Section 336 of Indian Penal Code 1860 - Act Endangering Life or Personal
Safety of Others, "Whoever does any act so rashly or negligently as to endanger human life or the personal safety of others, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a termwhich may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend to two hundred and fifty
rupees, or with both."


Questionable Methods
The public generally seems less inclined to accept that journalists should use any method to
get a story. Exposes that rely on questionable methods to get information can further diminish the legitimacy and public standing of the reporting and the journalists.



Corruption
Corruption, another important ethical issue in investigative journalism, includes a variety of
practices, ranging from journalists who accept bribes, or quash exposes, or pay sources for
information.

Media Manipulations
"A classic journalistic conflict is the clash between a reporter's duty to learn what he can
about a story and tell it, and the danger of being used as a propaganda tool."


There is also the issue of media manipulation, which takes several forms: journalists may be
manipulated by sources such as the government and the business sources while the media
themselves may also choose to manipulate what and how they report due to a sense of patriotic
duty or self-censorship. But it is also important to remember that manipulation may also come in the form of human rights violations.


The media all over the world is following this code of ethics universally which includes:
1. Honesty and fairness; duty to seek the views of the subject of any critical reportage in
advance of publication; duty to correct factual errors; duty not to falsify pictures or to
use them in a misleading fashion;

2. Duty to provide an opportunity to reply to critical opinions as well as to critical
factual reportage;

3. Appearance as well as reality of objectivity, some codes prohibit members of the
press from receiving gifts;


4. Respect for privacy;

5. Duty to distinguish between facts and opinions;

6.Duty not to discriminate or to inflame hatred on such grounds as race, nationally,
religion, or gender; some codes call on the press to refrain from mentioning the race,
religion or nationality of the subject of news stories unless relevant to the story; some
call for coverage which promotes tolerance;

7.Duty not to use dishonest means to obtain information;

8. Duty not to endanger people;

9. General standards of decency and taste;

10. Duty not to prejudge the guilt of an accused and to publish the dismissal of charges
against or acquittal of anyone about whom the paper previously had reported that
charges had been filed or that a trial had commenced.

Source: www.presscouncil.nic.in/OldWebsite/speechpdf/MediaEthics.
















